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summary

How to Strengthen Architectural Identity ,
A Comparison of Japanese and Korean Small Architecture

Kim, Jin Wook
Lee, Min Woo
Oh, Sung Hoon

This study aims to develop an architecture policy which can show local identities by
focusing on the built environments in dense areas of small buildings in order to discuss
everyday architecture and spatial environments at this point when a variety of
architectural policies are being attempted upon the ever changing architectural and

urban environments over a continuous flow of time.

Up to today, small architecture has been excluded from housing policies more
focused on large operations. However, small architecture can play an important role
in architectural and urban spatial environments because they embrace sustainable urban
development, cultural diversity, and local characteristics. The dense areas of small
buildings can gradually react and develop to the demands and changes over time,
making sustainable urban environment possible, while expressing formal and spatial
characteristics accumulated over time by everyday environments. They also have the

potential of developing into community spaces with original local characteristics.

In this study, the general order and characteristics of some Korean and Japanese
local cities have been analyzed through status research. Based on this data, the
influence of current laws, administration, suppliers, cultural and historical recognition
on spatial environments has been analyzed. Through this process, this study attempts
to understand how the characteristics of the dense areas of small buildings influence

the formation of sustainable urban development, cultural diversity, and local
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characteristics.

As to the formation process of the dense areas of small buildings, Seoul had
developed the dense areas of small buildings irregularly along urban centers and
subcenters which reflects its multi—core urban development history. On contrary, the
dense areas of small buildings in Tokyo expands gradually out from the city center,
showing that both the city and private railroads have simultaneously developed. This
shows that commercial streets made at the Edo era acted as local centers from which
the local environment systematically developed themselves. In Seoul, the natural
topography created by the Han River and Namsan has encouraged multi—core
development and urban spatial structures to influence each other, while areas unrelated
to central cores have transformed into residental areas. This means that the dense
areas of small buildings have quickly grown under various pressure elements, regarding
the urban spatial structure. Therefore, in case of Korea, improvement plans on the
dense areas of small buildings should be approached from various viewpoints

concerning natural topography and urban structures.

Also, some differences between Korea and Japan in current urban planning
legislation in defining and selecting district zones on small architecture, which affects
spatial environments have been investigated. In Korea, the regulation on facility

programs are not clearly stated except for class 1 residential areas and exclusively



residential areas, which makes it possible for various spatial environments to develop
within the same district zone classification. This can be seen in two different aspects.
First, residential areas might expand into commercial or event streets, which lowers
the habitability of the area. In other hand, if commercial and residential facilities can
be controlled in zones or block units under community agreements, the current
legislation can provide a good condition for creating diverse spaces. In case of Japan,
regulations on facility programs provide control on each area district, but also create

uniform environments which lack diversity.

The relationship between buildings and spatial environments in the dense areas of
small buildings are influenced by architectural legislation. According to
sub—investigation, architectural legislation in Korea had been relieved or enforced for
housing supplies according to policy changes. In this process, lightening restrictions
on multi—residence buildings by individual land units had lacked concern on the
influence on surrounding environments, resulting in poor residential environments.
Such effects which can be created when individual legislation situations create
collaborative environments should be carefully predicted and reflected in policy

development.

Korean policy elements focus all social and economical situations on large scale

residential complexes, which makes it difficult for the spatial environment in the dense
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areas of small buildings to be improved and preserved. Seoul, for example has created
an environment where small buildings cannot be sustained socially, due to the sudden
rise of economical values of large apartment complexes since 1991. Therefore this is
a point where continuous policy development for the preservation, improvement, and
growth of the spatial environment of the dense areas of small buildings which can hold

diverse cultural expressions.

Therefore, securing the identity of the dense areas of small buildings cannot be
achieved by merely reflecting Korean characteristics in individual buildings, but
through recognizing the effect which legislation and cultural and historical situations

have exerted on urban spaces and approaching with a variety of viewpoints.

Based on the investigation and analyzation cited above, the policy proposal
concerning sustainable urban development, cultural diversity, local originality is as

follows.

Establishment of improvement measures reflecting the
recognition of urban spatial characteristics and cultural,
historical aspects of spatial environments for the dense
areas of small buildings



In multi—core urban structures such as Seoul, design criteria which can enhance
individual spatial structures should be established, as well as incentive systems based
on it. Also, due to topographical characteristics, the system is weak to development
pressure. This calls for spatial environment improvement projects with alternative
collective low—story housing developments. Architectural design policies with concern
of community participation also should be established, besides the current design

processes for small buildings.

Schemes for activating the small architecture supply market

Because small architecture supply policies have been relatively neglected compared
to large scale collective housing policies, a circulating system where the supply of
small architecture disappear and accordingly the demands diminish has developed. To
enhance the supply of small architecture, this structure should be improved through the
establishment of financial support policies and legislative revision. Especially, there
should be a policy level complementation which can induce civil participation in order

to activate small architecture supplies.

Also, the predictability of small architecture designs can contribute to lowering
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social costs and to stabilize businesses. Therefore administrative guidelines should be
established in order to enhance the predictability of small architecture permits in

order to enhance supplies.

Establishment of support methods for small architecture
for sustainable local identity development

For sustainable local identity development, correspondence to new communities
created by economical reasons such as one—rooms is required. Under legislation which
enables variety, master plans considering local environments should be established in
order to develop the dense areas of small buildings. Policies should be presented for
district development though master plans rather than attempt solutions through

legislation for individual building sites.

Key Words: Small architecture, Identity, Architectural Design Process, Urban

Housing, Region Rejuvenation
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